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The German soldier began his training very young, by joining the 
Hitler youth in his early teens where he became familiar with and 
learned to love the camps, the music, the uniforms and was 
indoctrinated during political lectures about the rightful place of the 
“new Germany”. He was given a uniform and a dagger and told he 
was part of the elite that was destined to rule the world if he could 
meet and master the challenges that lay surrounding the Third Reich 
Not only was his mind and spirit carefully molded but his body was 
looked after and developed in daily gymnast classes. A constant 
stream of paramilitary training readied him for the day when he 
would be old enough to march in the legions that were needed to 
defend the Reich's borders from the sea of enemies waiting to 
pounce on a weak Germany 


INFANTRY 


„antitank guns were for ‘attacking tanks’ rather than for ‘defence 
against tanks’. Advanced field exercises were conducted with live 
ammunition and training in close coordination with armoured 
fighting vehicles was learned.” 


When the Wehrmacht began to expand in 1938 and 1939 it was 
able to draw from a pool of young men that were well versed in 
military discipline and were already semitrained. 

After swearing loyalty to the Führer until death, a new recruit was 
sent to an Ersatz Bataillon for sixteen weeks of intensive training 
where his Hitler Youth training served him well. He was taught 
combat techniques, shooting, drill, he learned to take apart his 
weapons and put them back together again, automatically — he 
could nearly do it blindfolded. He was taught to attack and attack. 
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The German infantryman or schütze became familiar with all 
infantry weapons, the MG34 machine gun, 98K rifle, bayonet, 
Walther Pistol, Bimm mortar, the beloved MP38 machine pistol and 
the stick grenade, He became familiar with the larger infantry 
weapons such as the 37mm and 50mm antitank guns. The German 
soldier was taught well and learned well. When war came in 
September of 1939 he was ready to be welded into a force that could 
be blitzed through the borders of the whole of Europe, conquering 
one nation after another. All of Europe was used as a training 


in ACTION 


ground, seasoning and blooding the German soldier until it seemed 
nothing could stand against him. Providing him with fine weapons, 
the finest training and giving him the whole of Europe to practice the 
art of warfare in until each one of the Wehrmacht troops was the 
finest fighting man in Europe. 

On June 21, 1941 the German Armed Forces massed for the 
attack against Russia numbered some three million exquisitely 
trained men divided into seven armies, four Panzer groups and three 
alr fleets, when an artillery barrage signalled the opening of 
“Operation Barbarossa” at 0315. At the very first crash of gunfire the 
infantry was up and moving, searching out enemy strong points 
and clearing the way for armoured scout cars to race through with 
the panzers following. 

By the 8th of July, just 16 days after the campaign opened, Field 
Marshall Von Bock could write in his diary that “...287,704 prisoners 
including several divisional and corps commanders; 2585 tanks 
captured or destroyed, including some super-heavy types; 1449 guns 
and 242 aircraft captured.” With lightning thrust after lightning thrust 
the panzers knifed into Russia with the hard fighting infantry right 
behind it to close the gaps and move in and mop up the encircled 
Russian forces. In August, 3. Panzer was ordered south to link up 
with other German elements in order to encircle nearly a million 
Russians around Kiev. Again the infantry was sent in to mop up. 
Mopping up encircled Russian troop concentrations was not the 
same as in Western Europe where it was often merely the acceptance 
of prisoners. The Russians, more often than not, had to be dug out 
and would surrender only after ammunition and all hope were 
completely expended. To dig them out took time, time that was 
needed to get to Moscow. But what was a few weeks when one 
considered that more than half the Russian Army was either 
slaughtered or sent stumbling west under guard. But the Russian 
armies seemed to have nine lives. Everytime a Russian army was 
destroyed another appeared from just over the horizon. And still yet 
the German Army moved ever eastward, but a little slower each day. 

On October 7th came the first few snow flakes falling out of a 
chilled Autumn sky. The snow melted but the Autumn rains became 
More persistent and the backward dirt roads became nearly 
impassable with mud. Now the German infantry moved at a snails 
pace pushing and pulling it's equipment through the mud as it 
went. The first freezes of November were a welcome relief — trucks, 


panzers, and horses could again move. Grossedeutschland and 3rd 
Panzer were only a hundred miles from Moscow pushing ever 
eastward. 

The Siberian Winds drove down upon the German army with a 
vengence bringing with it the worst Winter in 140 years. The 
eastward advance stopped. The proud German infantry man, ill 
equipped for the horrors of a winter such as this huddled near fires 
and in log houses whenever possible — and froze to death when not 
possible. They died in hundreds — thousands — from frost bite, 
exposure, disease, starvation and wounds, but their training and 
spirit somehow held them together to make a fighting retreat under 
conditions of such growing horror that some men went insane. 
Warmly dressed in winter uniforms the Siberian divisions — the last 
great Russian reserves — attacked and harried them like wolves. But 
still he continued to fight and hold together. 

The winter passed and the infantry had held a long thin ragged 
defensive line against all the Russians could throw at them. Those 
men that suffered through the Winter were awarded a ribbon of red, 
white and black to be worn in their button hole — it was called the 
“Order of the Frozen Meat" but was worn with great pride as were 
the numerous Iron Crosses. 

The Wehrmacht performed a miracle of recovery and regeneration 
— always the greatest strength of the Armies of the Third Reich. 
Replacements and new weapons and supplies were arriving daily for 
a build up in man power that would begin the trek eastward and 
begin the "last of the operations” in Russia. For surely a few more 
thrusts and the Red Army would be finished the war won and then it 
was home for Christmas. 

Operations went smoothly even if they took a little longer than 
expected. The oil fields in the Caucasus were secured as was the 
Crimea. The only mishap was in the Voronezh area where fighting 
went on a little longer than expected giving Timoshenko time to pull 
his forces back to Stalingrad. Another city to take while moving ever 
eastward. And unquestioningly he moved forward. 

Again Winter set in before operations were complete and again 
the German infantry was caught in the Russian Winter. But while he 
was considerably better prepared with newly designed and issued 
Winter clothing he had lost some 600,000 comrades at Stalingrad and 
was in retreat, a retreat that would not end until May of 1945 when 
Berlin fell to the advancing Russian Armies. If the German 
Infantryman was magnificent on the offensive he was at least superb 
on the defensive. Holding ground with tenacity he was very rarely 
panicked and was able to think and fight his way out of many 
encirclements that would have bewildered his Soviet counterpart. 

“From a coldly practical military point of view, the German 
Infantry was the perfect soldier; but in a broader judgement it must 
be concluded that he was quite simply too good.” B al 
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Within the German Army, marching songs are a 
tradition tracing its origins back to the Middle 
Ages. No matter where the German soldier went 
his songs went with him, Songs such as “Erika,” 
“Westerwald-Lied,” and “Alte Kameraden” were 
heard the length and breadth of Europe. It is 
interesting to note that politically inspired 
contemporary compositions were often set to 
traditional melodies. 


Many changes in TO's, Table of Organizations 
would be made by the German High Command in 
the structures of various military formation and 
units before the end of the war. These changes 
were made to meet changing conditions on the 
battlefield and present the best possible 
combination of men and weapons. Early 
reconnaissance units for mountain and infantry 
divisions, the latter being attached GHQ pool 
troops, took the form of bicycle battalions, Here, a 
heavy weapons platoon, with bicycles, moves 
forward during the Polish Campaign. 


(Left) The first phase of an infantry attack is lead by 
Stosstrupps (assault detachments) with the specific task 
of overcoming key points in the enemy defenses. These 
detachments are composed of infantry and combat 
engineers, equipped with small arms, wire-cutters and 
explosive charges to destroy emplaced weapons, such as 
a pillbox, or widen breaches in defensive wire 
entanglements. Other weapons which could be brought 
into use included bangalore torpedoes, pole charges. 
smoke candles and flame-thrower(s). 


(Below left) Infantrymen search a seemingly deserted 
French village, May 1940. Lessons learned later from 
clearing Russian towns and villages prescribed exacting 
methods which would be employed for such duty. Many 
armored vehicles, and individuals as well, were lost 
through the reappearance of a defender from an “already 
cleared” area. 


(Below) The aftermath of any large scale advancement is 
the mopping-up of remnant pockets of resistance, France 
0. 


1, PANZER DIVISION(variant) 


An armored personnel carrier, Sd. Kiz. 251 half-track, of the 
1. Panzer Division carries that division's alternate insignia of 
a white oak-leaf. The tactical marking directly beneath this 
insignia denotes that the vehicle belongs to the 9th Company 
of the motorized infantry regiment. At this time 1. Pz. Div 
operated under the control of General Guderian's XIX Panzer 
Corps on the drive through the Low Lands and towards 
Dunkirk, France 1940. 


The MG 34 resulted from a requirement issued by the German 
High Command calling for a special purpose machine gun to 
use the standard infantry cartridge, 7.92mm, and capable of 
being used in both the light and heavy machine gun role, 
shown here, and further be adaptable for antiaircraft work and 
service in tanks. The Mauser developed MG 34 filled these 
requirements and became the workhorse among machine 
guns in the German Army 


The abundant photographic evidence of the MG 
34 in service would tend to indicate these 
еаропѕ existed in vast quantities w in the 
rious military formations. A typical infantry 
division of the 1940-43 period accounted for 
some 15,500 rifles and carbines with 527 light 
machine guns and 116 heavy machine guns, 
still an infantryman's war with the tools of his 
trade, a rifle and a bayonet 


21. INFANTERIE DIVISION 


MG 34 on its bipod mount functions as an 
easily carried light machi 
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An attempt to reduce the cost and production time of the MP 38, 
illustrated, resulted in the introduction of the MP 40 submachine gun 
Both weapons have often been called “Schmeisser” submachine guns 
but this is not quite accurate. The most noticeable difference between 
the MP 38 and MP 40 is the ribbed receiver housing on the 38. The MP 
38 remained in production for only two years, The vast majority of this 
standard Army weapon found in service was the MP 40, over one million 
examples having been produced during the period 1940-44 


Firing the standard 7.92mm rifle cartridge, ammunition for the MG 34 
and later MG 42 could be supplied in 50 round nondisintegrating 

talic-link belts, three belts generally being joined together, 50 round 
tal drum magazines or by a saddle type drum containing 75 rounds 


A long line of infantry march through the Polish countryside. The field service 
cap worn is the Model 1938 Feldmütze which could also be worn under the steel 
helmet. Two additional modes of transportation viewed are the cavalryman and 


motorcyclist. As is the traditional lot of the infantryman, he relied strictly on 
foot power. The saddle bags carried by the cavalry member are the Model 1938 
in which not only were the individuals personal belongings stored but such 
equipment as necessary for the care of his animal as well. The motorcyclist 
wears the Schützmantel fur Kraft Radfahrer, a practical motorcycle coat of 


rubberized material, 


a: FIELD SERVICE CAP 


Unteroffizier (Sergeant) of a Jager-division, light infantry, has been decorated 
with the Eisernes Kreuz 1. Klasse, E.K. 1 (Iron Cross ist Class), worn on the 
left breast pocket and the E.K. 2, the ribbon for which is seen worn diagonally 
from the second button hole of his Model 1936 service tunic. “Sun and dust” 
goggles were issued to all members of motorized or mechanized formations, 
but as within any military establishment, filtered into other hands. The elastic 
band about the helmet is used to secure camouflage material to the helmet 
Proper, remnants of which can be seen, 
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Besides being extremely popular, the 1943 field cap was 
functional as well. Designed so that the sides of the cap could 
be pulled down about the wearer's ears, it afforded additional 
protection against adverse weather conditions. Note camouflaged 
shelter quarter, Zeltbahn, worn as a poncho. 


A close view of the Model 1943 service tunic, missing shoulder 
straps, and the 1943 general issue field cap. Economic pressure 
in the German war machine forced adoption of this tunic and 
increased pressure would see yet another change made in 1944. 
The 1943 field cap became the most popular and widely worn 
head-dress in the German armed forces and is based on the cap 
worn by the Afrika Korps 


For the German Army, field fortifications did not play an important part 
during the first years of the Second World War. Later and with lessons 
learned in Russia, careful attention was given to field fortifications. The 
German theory encompassed defense in depth whereby the defense line 
would act as a shock absorber gaining time for counterattacks to be 
launched. Similar features were found in the German frontier fortification 
which included not only the permanent type structures but forward areas of 
trenches, barbedwire entanglements, machine gun emplacements and 
observation posts as well. On the Eastern Front the time factor required to 
build fortifications such as found on the Atlantic coast did not exist, nor was 
it expected that such would be required. When necessary. strong defensive 
lines would be established behind the then existing front positions and the 
forward troops would be withdrawn to the new positions 


An infantry patrol prepares to leave German lines. Each man carries a full 
allowance of ammunition, 60 rounds, plus as many Stielhandgranate 24’s, 
stick hand grenades, as possible. A comparison in the methods of carrying 
personal equipment may be made between the Obergefreiter (Corporal), 
leading the patrol, and the second man in line. The second man does not 
wear the leather carrier for the entrenching tool but rather has secured it 
under his belt, The steel helmets worn are those of the Model 1935 with that 
of the third man in line being from the Reichswehr period. 


Schütze (Riflemen) display two methods of camouflaging the 
Stahlhelm, steel helmet. The man on the left wears a 
camouflage net over his helmet while the man on the right 
has a camouflaged, Army splinter pattern, helmet cover 
Cases have been recorded where the netting material was 
worn directly over the helmet cover as well. An example of 
the German Army issue “flashlight” is seen hanging from the 
shoulder strap button. Other samples of this “flashlight” 
incorporated a feature whereby the color of the light could be 
changed. 


On the eve of “Operation Barbarossa”, the invasion of Russia, 
German disposition of forces included 117 divisions organized 
into three distinct Army Groups, Heeresgruppe, North (Nord), 
Middle (Mitte) and South (Süd). Facing these were 132 
Russian divisions. Allocation of forces were - North, 21 
infantry, 3 motorized infantry, and 3 armored divisions; 
Middle, 31 infantry, 7 motorized infantry, 1 cavalry and 9 
armored divisions; South, 27 infantry, 4 motorized, 6 Jager 
and mountain and 5 armored divisions. 


VERWUNDETENABZEICHEN 
(PURPLE HEART) 


The moment of capture. Soviet soldiers hold up 
their arms and weapons indicating no further 
resistance will be given, Man to left holds the PPD 
Model 1934/38 submachine gun with a 71 round 
drum magazine. Man to right holds the 
Mosin-Nagant bolt action rifle M1891/30. Both 
weapons fire 7.62mm caliber ammunition and were 
standard Soviet Army issue. 


| 

| Weighing 24% pounds the MG 34 could be fired from a running position. The 

| soldier at right, most likely of sergeant rank, carries a Walther P 38 pistol, the 

| standard service side arm. The Р 38 had been intended to replace the venerable Р 
08 Luger but both weapons fought side by side until the end of the war. 
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German half-tracked APC, armored person- 
nel carrier, Sd. Kiz. 251C, and a 
self-propelled 2cm Flak gun were among 
the various large pieces of equipment 
found in a typical motorized infantry 
division 


Pz Ill J with Sem 1/60 gun and infantry 
elements gather for an attack in the Kiev 
area, September 1941. The heavy machine 
gun tripod mount for the MG 34 is being 
carried on the back of the man in the right 
foreground. Tripod mount weighed approx- 
imately 42 pounds. 


ALLGEMEINES STURMABZEICHEN 
(General assault badge) 


Б == 


Small pneumatic boat used in river crossings. Overall length is 9 feet 10 
inches with a beam of 3 feet 9 inches. Weighing 116 pounds this craft will 
carry three armed men or 660 pounds of cargo. 


The medium pneumatic boat is slightly less than twice the size of the 
smaller variant. Used in various combinations these boats formed the 
supports for standard German 2%, 472 and 9 ton rafts. Each had a cargo 
capacity of 2,700 pounds. The primary stage of a river assault crossing 
would be carried out by storm boats, offen supplemented by pneumatic 
boats, small and medium. After the seizure of a bridgehead this craft 
would be used to ferry personnel and equipment across and prepare in the 
construction of bridge structures 
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Unteroffizier leads his squad past the burning 
remains of а Soviet Т 34 A. The appearance of 
he T 34, shortly after the beginning of the 
tern Campaign, came as a surprise to the 
rman High Command. Its performance 
proved superior to anything which then existed 
n the German arsenal and prompted a rapid 
re-evaluation of German tank design. The 
resultant of this became the renowned 
“Panther” tank 


DEUTSCHES KREUZ IN GOLD 
(GERMAN CROSS in GOLD) 


German infantry deploy about the wreckage of 
a destroyed Ilyushin |L-2 ground attack 
bomber. This aircraft was the newest in the 
Soviet Air Force's inventory, arriving almost on 
the eve of Barbarossa. Massed German air 
attacks on the opening day of hostilities cost 
the Soviets nearly 1,200 airplanes, approxi- 
mately 800 of which were caught sitting on the 
ground 


9 


20 


INF ANTERIESTURMABZEICHEN 
(INFANTRY ASSAULT BADGE) 


7.82mm Mauser Kar 98K carbine, with 10" bayonet affixed, was the standard 
German rifle issued throughout the entire Wehrmacht 


m= 


7.92mm KAR 98K CARBINE 


Using rifle butts to break down the door, this house will be searched for hidden 
enemy troops. The "Y" cartridge suspenders are used to secure other pieces of 
equipment, such as mess kit, shelter quarter or haversack, by way of the “D” rings 
viewed at the top of the straps. 


During the first 18 days of the attack in the east, German 
forces had covered 400 miles and taken 150,000 prisoners 


Prize of war, captured Soviet military unit banner. Man on the 
right carries Kar 98K carbine and a 50 round drum magazine 
for MG 34. The angle of photography may present this as 
appearing as though the drum magazine is a part of the 
carbine, 


Russian prisoners of war in typical gimnasterka or pullover 
tunic also found in use during World War One. Guard is 
wearing the motorcycle coat. 
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passing vehi 


Cavalry Lieutenant (2nd Lieutenant), right, inspects 
two captured Russian flags, the larger of the two 
probably being a divisional standard with the small 
one of battalion or regimental level 


DEMJANSK SCHILD (RUSSIA 1942) 


Infantrymen assist two Soviet prisoners bring in a 
wounded comrade. 
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Both Russians and Germans were planning offensive actions for the 
summer of 1942. Preparatory to launching their own summer 
campaign, the Russians intended to stage local counter-attacks to 
relieve various areas, such as Kharkov. The thrust near Kharkov 
began on May 12 but ran directly into the main German striking 
force. An initial request to withdraw was refused by Stalin and when 
such permission had been granted the situation could no longer be 
saved. Over 240,000 Russians were captured and ended hopes for 
their planned offensive. 


The Russian soldier was a master of camouflage, Often where there | 
appeared to be nothing in sight, a single man laying in wait would 
be found. Every such occassion had to be dealt with. 


EGG-TYPE HAND 
GRENADE MODEL 39 


STICK HAND GRENADE 
MODEL 24 
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Infantry Unteroffizier 
France June 1940 


Infantry Schutze and Obergefreiter 
in Russia, winter 1941/1942 


1934-194] 


Sanitats unteroffizier 
Russia, summer 1941 


1941-1943 


Panzergrenadier Oberleutnant 
and Wachtpostein (Sentry), 
Ukraine winter 1942-43 


Unterfeldwebel and Hauptmann 
of the cavalry, Russia 1942 
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Panzergrenadier 
MG-Schutze (MG34), 
Russia autum 1941 


Shell crater and a knocked out T-34 offers some amount of protection to 
this 81mm mortar crew. Unterfeldwebel, Staff Sergeant, center 
foreground, observes enemy movement while mortar crew under the 
direction of a 2nd Lieutenant, to rear, prepares the weapon for firing. 


8lmm HEAVY MORTAR GR W. 34 


Russian POW is supplied a light for his cigarette by German 
Lance-corporal, (Gefreiter). The pilotka, forage cap, the Russian steel 
helmet, center background, were standard Soviet Army issue, though in 
winter the typical Russian fur cap would be employed. 


Rifle platoon on the march, Fall 1941. The greatest 
ally of the Soviet Union at this time was not the 
British or Americans, but rather the terrain and 
the famous Russian winter. What the full Soviet 
armed forces were not able to do, stop the German 
advance, Mother Nature at her worst would. The 
full force of winter struck in early November, 
preceded by the usual rains and mud. The weather 
affected both sides, but the Germans were ill 
prepared to face that which was in store. 


During the winter of 1941-42, the German Army 
endured one of the worst winters on record. On 
November 15, 1941 they had launched an attack on 
the capital city of Moscow, actually arriving at the 
outskirts by December 2. Lacking strength to push 
forward this attack ground to a halt. Marshal 
Zhukov launched a counter-attack on December 6 
which steadily pushed the Germans back. Hitler 
refused to allow any territory to be given up or a 
withdrawal of his troops to better defensive areas 
where they would have some protection from the 
weather and be better able to stop the 
counter-attack. Local German counter-attacks 
eventually slowed Zhukov's advance which lost its 
momentum in mid-February. 


Replacements in both men and equipment filled the gaps torn between Army 
Groups North and Middle by the Russian counter-attack during the winter 1941-42. 
The thawing of the winter's snow and the spring rains with resultant mud 
conditions held up the resumption of the German offensive until June 28. Newer 
equipment such as the Pz IV F2, right rear, entered these battles accompanied by 
older pieces, Pz Il F seen at the extreme left 


The summer of 1942 held great promise for the Germans. Two months of the 
campaign season, however, had to be spent clearing the Crimea. The city of 
Sevastopol had been turned into a fortress and held in a state of siege for almost 
eight months. On July 1 it fell to the German XI Army. To commemorate the 
struggle in the Crimea a special award, the Krimschild (Crimea Shield) was struck 
and awarded as a battle badge to all members of the armed forces who had taken 
part in the fighting. This award may be seen directly above the Geefreiter's insignia 
of rank, left sleeve. The single braided cord over the shoulder strap indicates this 
man is an NCO candidate, Unterführerarwärter. The Infantry Assault Badge may 
also be seen in back of his cartridge belt suspenders. 
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a Pz Ш J with 5cm ы gun of the 
ivision, these troops advance under 
e in the Crimea. Note that the barest amount of 
personal gear is being ried and that the 
Itbahn is secured to the “Y” cartridge 


“jn suspenders 


23. PANZER DIVISION 


The German advance during the summer of 1942 
line of the entire Russian 
of a mo infantry 
s thru the remains of a Russian 
ctim of Stalin's continuing “scorched 


7.92mm KAR 98K CARBINE WITH SCOPE 


In the system of German military vocabulary the term Schütze, 
Jager, Pioneer and Funker indicated the lowest rank of an 
infantryman (rifleman), light infantryman, engineer and radioman 
respectively. Other specific terms expressed this concept for 
other service organizations, tankers, artillerymen, cavalry, etc 
Here a Jager receives a light for his cigarette from the 
Feldwebel's pipe during a break in the battle for Stalingrad 
| Seven Jäger divisions were with the VI Army at this time. 


Snipers became an everyday important fact of life, or death, 
during the battle of Stalingrad on both Russian and German 
sides of the lines. Using cover of a knocked out T 34/76 for the 
root of their dugout, a Feldwebel sights in his Kar 98K with ZF41 
telescopic scope. Standard issue 98K's were used for sniper 
purposes but had been carefully tested at the factory for 
accuracy 


June 30, 1942 saw the German VI Army begin its move eastward from Kharkov. 
Acting as the southern portion of a pincer movement, VI Army assisted in taking in 
almost 100,000 prisoners. An impressive figure to be sure, but not as far as Hitler 
was concerned. He felt his commanders were not doing their utmost and his 
remedy for that - replacement. Field Marshal von Bock passed his command of 
Army Group Middle to Field Marshal von Weichs, and VI Army pressed eastward. 
By early September they had arrived at Stalingrad. Here part of a communications 
platoon prepare to lay telephone lines close to the outskirts of Stalingrad. 


Өх уу 


SCHUTZE GEFREITER OBERGEFREITER HAUPTGEFREITER STABSGEFREITER 
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(Right) Cold weather uniform, the army's Great 
Coat and helmet toque worn under the steal 
helmet. Neither of these standard issue items 
stood up to the needs of the troops on the Eastern 
Front. Specialized winter clothing capable of 
meeting these needs were prepared for the winter 
1942-43. Tanks in the background are Pz IV G's 
with extra frontal armor added. 


(Above right) On November 19th tanks of the 
Russian Fifth Tank Army broke through the 
Rumanian Third Army which lay to the north of 
Stalingrad protecting VI Army's flank, Suftering 
from “tank fright” the Rumanian front dissolved, 
The 22nd of November saw VI Army and half of 4, 
Panzer Army trapped, 280,000 men. German troops 
were more steadfast facing tanks as can be judged 
by the proximity of the destroyed Russian KVI tank 
to this MG post. Note the colored identification 
arm band worn on the sleeve. The armbands were 
attached by snaps and colors could be changed 
daily 


(Below right) Although the new winter uniform 
had been designed so that it could be worn over 
the normal field dress and equipment, the German 
soldier preferred to wear his field equipment on 
the outside, expedient in carrying grenades and 
getting to ones ammunition. 


(Right) Several specialized winter uniforms had 
been prepared after the bitter experiences of 
1941-42. One such pattern uniform is worn by the 
guard leading a column of Russian prisoners. 
These uniforms were designed to be worn over the 
normal field dress. Completely reversible, the 
colors provided were either the splinter or wavey 
type camouflage pattern on one side, white on the 
other, or a light grey and white. Also worn is a 
non-issue fur pile cap. 
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(Above) The two piece 

camouflage uniform could not be easily cleaned, requiring some 
time to dry after becoming wet. Thus the snow suit, snow shirt 
and snow coveralls were produced of thin white cotton material 
which could be worn over all uniforms and equipment. When 
soiled they were easily washed out and dried in a short period of 
time. The boatlike object in the photo is a small sled, known as 
akajas and was used to transport heavy weapons, supplies and 
wounded across snow. 


(Above left) Communications, as represented by this 
Transmitter/Receiver (Torn. Fu. bl), allowed the German 
command to exercise better control over their various units. The 
radioman in the foreground wears the Model 1938 Feldmütze over 
a helmet toque, while the man to the rear displays the issued 
winter fur cap. 


(Left) In the absence of issued snow camouflage garments, the 
troops would improvise using such material as available. An 
adaptation of the “Fallschirmbombe” allowed supplies to be 
parachuted to isolated outposts. VI Army's requirements for 
supplies amounted to approximately 500 tons per day. The 
Luftwaffe's commander, Goering, boasted that his aircraft could 
supply this amount. A maximum effort on the part of the 
Luftwatfe’s transport command failed to achieve this goal and 
after the capture of Stalingrad’s three airports supply drops had 
to be made by means of the “Fallschirmbombe” or free fall. One 
occasion has been recorded where supplies were flown in using 
the Paratrooper DFS 230 gliders. 


These two photos provide us with an intimate look and comparison of 
MG 34 (left) and the MG 42 (right). Service use of the MG 34 hac shown it to 
be too well manufactured, that is very closely machined. The close 
tolerances allowed the internal parts to become jammed if the weapon had 
to operate under adverse conditions of mud, dust and sand. In an effort to 
overcome these problems the MG 42 was introduced to service having some 
“slop” in the weapons parts forestalling the jamming problem. Like the MG 
34, the "42" functioned in the roles of light, heavy and antiaircraft. The only 
role which it did not take over from the 34 was that of a 
weapon. The extremely high rate of fire, up to 1.200 rounds per minute as 
compared to the 800 to 900 rounds of the MG 34, necessitated the provision 
for quick barrel changes. The MG 42 became a known and feared weapon on 
the Eastern Front and the other battlefields of the war. The characteristi 
“chatter” of the weapon is unmistakenable. Si regard for the piece was 
held by the Russians that upon hearing the “chatter”, all available guns w 
brought to bear on the sound in an attempt to silence it. Intended to replace 
the MG 34, production could not meet the demands, soboth weapons served 
until the end of the war. The MG 42 gunner wears the Infantry Assault 
Badge and Wound Badge on the left breast pocket of his M43 service tunic 
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On the 31st of January 1943, the German defenders of Stalingrad 
surrendered. In early February Army Group Don had been given 
permission to withdraw to the river lines Mius and Donetz. The 
pursuing Russians took Kharkov in mid February and attempted 
to cut further lines of communications, An eight day battle 
commencing on February 18, saw the forces of von Manstein, 1 
Panzer Army and the re-created 4. Panzer Army, defeat the Soviet 
armored group of General Popov and restore stability to the 
southern portion of the battle front. To the north the Russians 
remained in a large salient west of Kursk. Kursk would be the 
one important place for the year 1943. 


Conflict raged within the High Command as to the best course of 
action for an offensive action during 1943. The Russian salient 
west of Kursk appeared a ripe plum to the Chief of Staff of the 
OKH, Zeitzler, and von Kluge while General Model felt the 
Russians had been allowed time to prepare for such an attack 
General Guderian wished to build forces to meet the threat of an 
American-British invasion. Hitler always needed one more large 
victory. The die was cast for Operation Citadel and forces such 
as these, infantry along with Pz 111 J L/42, left center 
background, and a Sturmgeschutz Ill G, right center background, 
assembled for what has been called the greatest tank battle in 
history 
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(Left) Luftwaffe Fallschirmjäger operating alongside Army personnel, 
Italy 1944-45. The German paratrooper made a tremendous 
contribution to the German defense effort in Sicily and on the Italian 
mainland. Noteworthy in this photo are the presence of two versions 
of German antitank weapons, the Panzerfaust 30, second man from 
the right, and the Panzerfaust Klein 30, carried by the fourth man 
from the right. The range of these weapons was about 30 yards with 
penetration of 200mm and 140mm of armor respectively. 


(Below left) The long slot on the right side of the MG 42, center of 
photo, had been designed into the barrel jacket so that quick barrel 
changes could be made. The high rates of fire of the MG 34, 800-900 
r.p.m., and MG 42, 1100-1200 r.p.m., made these changes necessary 
if firing for a long period of time. Spare barrels were carried along by 
the MG crew and may be seen in thelr canisters on the backs of the 
two men in the foreground. These high cycle rates further made it 
necessary for each man to carry spare ammo belts to insure an 
adequate supply 


(Below) Although the 9mm MP 40 submachine gun could be fired 
with its folding stock in the closed position it is recommended that 
the weapon be fired as a carbine, that is with the stock fully 
extended as shown here. The folding stock design had considerable 
influence on later SMG designs including those found in use today. 
The ammunition magazines were kept in a three compartmented 
pouch holding six spare magazines. The pouches were issued in 
either a right-handed or left-handed version, loops on the reverse 
side being slipped over the soldier's belt, the pouch then being 
lipped slightly one way or the other. Both the Feldwebel and 
Stabsfeldwebel (Staff Sergeant-Major), on right, are wearing the 
left-handed version and the positioning difference may be noted. 
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By 1943, four years ‘of war were beginning to have an effect in the 
amount of equipment and the number of personnel available. Efforts to 
offset these difficulties led to new organizational tables for the various 
military units of the Wehrmacht, cutting the total number of personnel 
but attempting to maintain something near the same amount of 
firepower output. To achieve this goal, weapons other than the bolt 
action Kar 98K would be needed. Prior to this time, development had 
begun on a semi-automatic rifle which emerged as the Gewehr 43, an 
example of which may be seen over the heads of the third and fourth 
men in line from the left. Produced in fairly large numbers the G 43 
would shortly be joined by the MP 43/44 family of assault rifles 


British supplies of tanks, such as these Valentines (T 34 
‘on the left) helped offset the tremendous losses suffered 
by the Soviets. 


The ebb of German fortunes of war began in 1943. 
January 31 saw the surrender of Stalingrad. In North 
Africa, the Afrika Korps had been steadily pushed back 
and when finally receiving reinforcements it was a matter 
of “too little, too late.” The end came on May 12. While 
the Russians prepared to meet the attack at Kursk, 
American and British forces began their march through 
the Mediterranean and the elimination of Italy from the 
war. After September 8th, the German forces in Italy, 
such as this rifleman approaching a dugout, fought alone 
against the Americans and British and their once ally, the 
Halians 


39 


(Left) Two excellent examples of the Army's camouflaged four 
pocket field service jacket. Essentially a camouflage version of 
the officers’ field service tunic, doubt has been expressed that 
this style of jacket appeared in any great numbers. 


(Below left) The second type of basic German hand grenade may 
be seen hanging from under the rifle cartridge pouch of the rear 
man. Comparison of the stick hand grenade and Einhandgranate 
39, egg grenade, show a total weight of 22 ounces and 8 ounces 
and a bursting charge of explosives as 6 ounces and 4 ounces 
respectively. Note mittens attached to NCO's jacket 


After the loss of the greater part of the German armored forces in 
the East at Kursk and in the face of increased numbers of Soviet 
tanks, special tank destroyer teams were formed. These troops, 
known as Panzerjagers (tank hunters) received special training for 
their task including how to lay in fox holes until the enemy tank 
had passed over them and then attack it from the rear, the most 
vulnerable area 


Improvised akajas in service with a heavy weapons platoon 
Portions of an 81mm mortar may een in the sled at the left 


(Above left) Russian use of partisan forces behind German lines 

ed most suc ful. Large numbers of German troops were 
tied up to insure the security of rear line areas and protect the | 
vital lines of communications 


(Left) Both German and Russian forces used white winter | 
camouflage suits. To distinguish friend from foe, colored arm 
bands were adopted by German troops 
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(Left) Two distinctive army snow camouflage garments are illustrated 
in this photo. On the left the Schneehemden or snow shirt, the 
sleeves of which have been cut back, while on the right is viewed the 
Schnee-Tarnung Überzug, snow coveralls. The snow coveralls were 
not as practical as the snow suit for it restricted the movement of 
the wearer. 


(Below left) Three styles of enlisted field service caps, Model 1938, 
fourth man from the right, Model 1942, and Model 1943, first and 
second men on right. Goggles are of Luftwaffe issue and featured 
interchangeable lenses, brown tint for sun or snow or plain 


Mail call, one of the most important and eagerly awaited happenings 
in the daily activity of soldiers of any nation. 


(Left) Members of the Panzer Grenadier Regiment 
“Grossdeutschland” with units of the Panzer 
Sturmgeschutz Brigade “Grossdeutschland”, East 
Prussia, December 1944. 


(Below left) During the time of Frederick the Great, 
the term “Grenadier” described his infantrymen. 
This traditional term was revived by special order 
of Hitler in November 1942, possibly for 
inspirational value. While the term generally 
describes infantrymen after November 1942, it is 
also a specific rank replacing the former “Schutze” 
- private of infantry. The infantry regiments of 
armored divisions had previously been termed 
“Panzer Grenadier’ 


(Below) Winter camouflage included not only the 
troops but equipment as well, here Panzer 
Grenadiers aboard “winterized” Tiger | Ausf E. 
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Zeltbahn (shelter-halfs) being worn for camouflage purposes, 
France 1944. Although the splinter patterns on these shelter 
quarters are essentially the same, differences in the dyes used by 
the various manufacturers produced garments which appear 
lighter and the patterns more distinctive, example of this viewed 
in the foreground 


(Ahove) Steadily losing ground before the ever pressing Russians, 
German forces were able to mount local counter-attacks during 
1944 but nothing which could stop the Russians completely. 


Panther tank platoon of Army armored division, 1944, France. 
The paper strength of an armored division of this period included 
52 Pz IV's and 51 Panthers forming the tank regiment of the 
division with two regiments of Panzer Grenadiers, one armored 
and one motorized of 2,294 and 2,258 officers and men 
respectively. Rarely would a division be up to authorized 
strength. 


Under Rommel's plans for the defense of the coast of France, armored divi- 


sions would be kept close at hand and used in mass to repel the expected 
Allied attack. Due to differences of opinion and the Inability of certain 
reserve units to be moved except by direct order of Hitler, the burden of de- 
fense fell to the infantry units guarding the beaches. Small German armor 
units did assist in local areas but lacked the punch to stop the Allied on- 
slaught 


Use of the short lace up ankle boot with canvas gaiters 
had been introduced to help ease material shortages in 
1943. 


(Left) Infantry forces withdraw under the covering fire of a 
2cm Flakvierling 38, four barreled Flak gun. Having a 
traverse of 360° and an elevation of -10° to 100°, this 
weapon functioned equally well against ground or aircraft 
targets. Several self-propelled versions of this weapon 
existed including half-track and tank chassis along with a 
towed version. The same weapon formed part of the 
standard German naval shipboard antiaircraft protection 


45 


Special felt and leather boots had been manufactured 
to offset the effects of frostbite in the sub-zero 
weather found in Russia, samples of which are being 
worn by these Grenadiers. Another model had been 
copied after Russian versions and were a molded felt 
overboot 


(Above right) Three Grenadiers, part of a force of one 
quarter of a million men and some 1100 tanks which 
had been gathered by Hitler for one last, all out blow 
against the Americans and British in Europe. Cloaked 
under some of the most stringent security measures 
imposed during the course of the war, these forces 
were not discovered by Allied Intelligence, who 
believed the Germans to be in a much weakened 
condition. Dawn of December 16, 1944 awoke to the 
sound of a thousand German guns announcing that 
the Battle of the Bulge had begun. 


(Right) Panzer Grenadiers of an armored infantry 
regiment advance during the Ardennes Offensive, 
Battle of the Bulge, December 1944. 
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Lacking supplies of every nature, no lack of determination 
could be found in the German soldier even in the last 
days of the conflict. | 


(Below left) Lull in the battle for East Prussia. Fighting in 
this area saw the total destruction of many divisions. 


Retreat from the East. To the right, Russian P.O.W.'s 
conscripted for trench digging. 


Where and when possible, isolated 
forces were supplied by air drops. Here 
German flags are used to mark the 
position of friendly troops for such a 
supply drop. During the latter part of 
the Eastern Campaign, Soviet aircraft 
dominated the skies over the combat 
areas and prevented many re-supply 
missions from being carried out. 


During the long withdrawal to the west, 
every form of transportation had been 
used. Horse drawn vehicles were an 
integral part of non-motorized forma- 
tions and were by no means limited to 
the cavalry role, The tables of 
equipment for an infantry division of 
the 1944-45 period called for a total of 
1,466 horse drawn vehicles, the majority 
of which were assigned to the artillery 
regiment, vs. 615 motor vehicles 
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